


Lyles Stati on, Indiana
a story of runaway slaves and free men endeavoring to find a better life for themselves and their families.  

L
earn how the pursuit of a solid education would 
provide the foundation for this once-thriving com-
munity.  The Heritage Classroom recreates a 1920’s-era 

classroom as it was when this community was at its peak.  
A visit to the Period Garden with its native plant life reveals 
how education for the children of Lyles Station stretched 
far beyond the classroom walls.C

elebrate the successes achieved by those who 
triumphed over staggering odds to fulfill their 
dreams.  From Lyles Station to the White House 

and beyond, individuals born and raised in this small 
southern Indiana farming community have found 
success in all walks of life.  The Alonzo Fields Gallery 
honors accomplished former residents of Lyles Station, 
including Alonzo Fields, Chief Butler at the White 
House under Presidents Hoover, Roosevelt, Truman 
and Eisenhower.

 Discover a legacy of struggle and triumph 

President and Mrs. Truman pose for a photo with White 
House Chief Butler Alonzo Fields, second from right.

Lyles Station native, Lyman Parks, seen here 
with President Gerald Ford became the first 
Black mayor of Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Hard work and determination provided the founda-
tion for rural African American life in Lyles Station.

A timeline depicting significant events in the history 
of Lyles Station is displayed in the museum.

Vintage class photos are on display 
throughout the Museum.

A 1920’s-era school room has been recreated in the 
Heritage Classroom.

Alonzo Fields’ autobiography 
details his tenure as Chief 
Butler at the White House. 


